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EDITORIAL

It was rather disturbing, not to say embarrassing, to find that the UK Top
20 lists which went out before the Spring Bank Holiday (and were thus used
by journalists attending the CAU Championships at Leicester) omitted two
very significant marks: namely the top performances at 800m (1:50.3 by David
Herron) and women’s 400m (54.5 by Jannette Roscoe). These were recorded
well before the lists were duplicated so the question must be asked: "Why
weren’t these performances notified to Stan Greenberg and Liz Sissons?"

It does seem that members outside London should be doing more to find out
what is happening in their respective areas. Remember that the Press and
others are paying for this service so we do have a responsibility to provide
the most accurate and up-to-date information as possible.

And it might be appropriate to mention here that all members are entitled to
claim for postages incurred on NUTS work. Fully detailed statements should
be submitted to the Hon Treasurer (Brian Nott) at the end of the season.

The attendance at the AGM on 15 July was almost certainly the lowest ever
(see below) and the passing of the amendment to Rule 6(c¢) may ensure higher
attendances in future. Next year, for instance, it seems that the best
venue would be Edinburgh during the European Cup finals. Members who
require a copy of the AGM minutes should contact the Hon Secretary (Andrew
Huxtable). The reason for the complete lack of certainty about attendances
at previous AGMs is due to the lack of minutes for the following years:
1961, 1962, 1963. Can any member provide a copy for retention in the NUTS
archives? ‘

' MISCELLANY

"Scottish Athletics 1972" was on sale for the first time at Meadowbank on
17 June - and 223 copies were snapped up! Not surprising, because the 92~
page booklet containing complete coverage of the 1971 Scottish season is
excellent value at 25p. - Copies may be obtained at 30p (including postage)
from Jeffrey Carter (Hon Secretary SATS), 121 Gilmerton Dykes Drive,
EDINBURGH EH17 8LN.

Copies of "British Junior Athletics 1972" are also now available from the
Hon Secretary at 35p (including postage). All sales will benefit the NUTS
because it was produced almost entirely (cover excluded) with our own
typing and duplicating resources.

Also available: copies of the French and Norwegian yearbooks for 1972.
Please state your requirements, enclosing 10p for one, 15p for both to
cover postage. '"National Athletics Records for All Countries in the World"
by Luigi Mengoni, Yves Pinaud and Rolf von der Laage at 80p (including
postage) and ATFé A1l Time World List (1972 edition) compiled by Roberto
Quercetani and Donald Potts at £1.10 (including postage) are also obtainable
from Andrew Huxtable, 78 Toynbee Road, LONDON SW20 8SR.

Peter Lovesey, as many members will no doubt have seen and/or heard, had his
third crime fiction work "Abracadaver" published by Macmillan on 1 June at
£1.75. Like the previous two ("Wobble to Death" and "The Detective wore
Silk Drawers") it is full of superb late-Victorian detail and has a nicely
ingenious plot. Peter has no further news about the filming of "Wobble to
Death", but as he says: "I have my fingers crossed." His fourth crime
novel, set in Brighton in 1882, has just been completed, but publication
will not take place until next year. His daughter Kathleen (11) is trying
for her second AAA 5 star award incidentally., ' .

Congratulations to Mike and Carol Strange on the birth of David Adam on
11 March 1972 (weight 3.06kg).
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NUTHOUSE: A VIEW FROM THE OTHER SIDE by D. Mousse (pseud)

NUTS or nuts have to be stored or kept somewhere, and having had the job of
harbouring a nut for several years (It should be realised that this is a
criminal offence and may carry a life sentence!-Ed) and feeling totally un-
qualified to write about the breed, I was naturally considered the best
person to do so. In case this article should give offence to any nut I
.should like to state that I am not suggesting that all nuts are the same;
just that most of them are the same and some are nearly the same.

What is a nut? To all appearances he may be just like anyone you know: the
quiet blond man next door, the nice young (!?-Ed) man in the corduroy
jacket who is something in the PO, the smooth-talking, nuttily-dressed exec
from Finchley, or even your friendly neighbourhood policeman, There is no
telling one is in contact with this highly dangerous breed until the
following symptoms manifest themselves.

First there is the paper infiltration. Your nut will bring masses of paper
into the house (and car), none of which may be thrown away EVER! Imagine,
for instance, 14 magazines per month multiplied by the number of months
left to a twenty-something-year old nut and what do you end up with? (The
first nut to send in a correct solution on a blank sheet of paper will ‘
receive a framed photograph of the Crystal Palace wind gauge.)

Then there is the number syndrome. Your nut (or my nut) will spend many
nappy hours writing miniscule numbers in his book and rubbing them out
again.

Other behavioural symptoms? There is the mystery telephone conversation.
"Hello Stan (or Dave or Tom or Roger etc)"

1" "

"No, I haven’t! 1.8 - really!" Ecstatic leap in air, followed by slowly
dawning satisfied smile,

"But did you know he did 1.789453 windy at Much Grumbling in the Splurge?"
"No downhill',

"Yes he had a very bad leg."

"On Bob’s new tables."

And when you say you were sorry to hear about somebody’s bad leg, and get
the reply that they expected 45.28 and he only did 1Im 26.7 and you say you
weren’t surprised if he had a bad legj; or ask jealously how many tables Bob
has got for heaven’s sake, a sort of pained expression will drift across

the face of your nut, which he can only relieve by going away and rubbing
out some more numbers.

The most fascinating view of the nut is when seen in a group of its own
species. You always know when your nut is going to meet another one because
it (a) puts on the recognition tie (polo-mints argent on a blue background)
and (b) takes a suit-case (known to members as a nut-case) - the latter I
hasten to add is not suggestive of anything immoral but far more sinister.

On meeting, your nuts look at each other warily and give each other a
present: a pile of paper in exchange for another pile of paper or a pile of

paper in Frenchj; or as a variation, they will show each other some tables
(preferably Bob’s new ones).

Then they will start talking in numbers,

"Did you know Walter J Snodgrass 29.4.53 14,2 14,3 14,8windy and 13.8 windy
downhill?"

Both nuts will then look delighted with each other and beam joyfully. Or
they will discuss indoor booklets or indoor junior women’s booklets., After
that they settle down to a game of Happy Families,

'"Have you got Klaus E Oppenheim 81,76 at Kraklsberg?"

"Yes, Have you got Dierdre Crump 54%.1 at Lower Mudbury?"

"Have you got Mervyn Brindleface’s hammer?"

(In ignorance one always supposed a hammer was a long wooden stick with a
metal end for banging things, whereas in fact it is more like a heavy hand-
bag on a long chain for twirling.)

The latest sinister thing about the nuts is the insidious indoor booklet. I
hope for God’s sake nobody lets it outdoors or anything; there’s a fair
chance (wind assisted) one might even go off one?’s nut.
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NUTHATCH by Andrew Huxtable

The Asiatic elephant has the longest gestation period of any mammal with a
recorded maximum of 2 years 1 month (Source: "Guinness Book of Records"
18th edition, with acknowledgments to Ross and Norris McWhirter). But the
period required for me to develop into a nut was far longer - just over 10
years to be precise. I can date the conception (or, if you prefer, the
moment my imagination was fired by athletics) to 1948, I was on holiday
in Sussex during the Olympic Games and vividly recall reading a newspaper
account of the 100m final. What may be even more startling is that (as a
9 year old) I exploded across a beautifully green lawn to emulate Harrison
Dillard (or was it Barney Ewell?) under the watchful hand (pun!) of my
father.

The Olympic year of 1952 brought a renewed spurt of enthusiasm. I can
remember rehashing as a "pin-up" a photo of Jean Desforges from "World
Sports" and went to the White City for the first time to watch the CAU
Championships. And it seems only yesterday that I was listening to the
commentary by Harold Abrahams on the Olympic 5000m final with its pulsating
ladt lap fight between Zdtopek, Mimoun, Schade and Chataway. My biggest
disappointment that year was the disqualification of Roland Hardy in the
Olympic 10km track walk heats. ;

The next crucial stage of development occurred in 1954 when I purchased at
the White City the May issue of "Athletics World": never had I read any-
thing quite as brilliant as Norris McWhirter’s account of the 3:59.4, and’
from then on made sure I saved enough pocket money each month to mail a
postal order for what many of us still consider to be the best athletics
magazine ever published.

Then, round about early June, an eagerly awaited copy of the '"World Sports"
(ATFS) International Athletics Annual plopped through my letter-box. Many
a dull moment in a 5th form chemistry period was enlivened by the surrepti-
tious reading (and attempt to memorise) the 1953 World List. : e,

Perhaps the most important stimuli came at school, because on the staff
were Harry Hathway (renowned as one of Britain’s chief timekeepers and the
leading theoretician) and John Peckham (a member of the SLH team which won.
the AAA Lx100m title in 1947); the former taught - not surprisingly - ’
mathematics and the latter English literature. Added to which an 01d
Rutlishian , Derek Pugh, won the European 400m title in 1950,

I came into contact (only by letter though) with Mel Watman, Bob Sparks and
Stan Greenberg in late 1957/early 1958, The NUTS was formed on 31 January
1958 and not long afterwards I met these young fanatics who were merely
"'names" up to that time. And, most exciting of all, I was invited to
become a member of the organisation with a place on the Executive Committee.

So the birth of this nut (or "nuthatch") may be given as 18 September 1958,
when I attended a committee meeting at which Alf Wilkins, Mel, Bob, Stan,

Peter %ay, Pat Brian, Len Gebbett, Colin Young and Chris Lindsay were also
present. :

NUTS RECORDS
3000ms: 11:29.2 Liz Sissons (@93 Moy 0SSy o)

NOTEWORTHY PERFORMANCES
Marathons 2:36:53 John Walsh  (105) 4 Jun 72 Manchester

Non-standard event
TutQ: 6:20:00 Andrew Huxtable (?) 30 Mar 72 Montague Place-
British Museum

BEST UK BROTHERS/SISTERS
Alan (1.93 HJ) & Teresa (1.70 HJ) Dainton = 174%0..
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UK ATL TIME BEST PERFORMANCES -~ No 1 HXlQO”METRES RELAY (Women)

This is the first in a series bringing up to date (1 January 1972) the
lists appearing in "British Best Performances of All Time" (1966 edition).
The style of presentation is the same as that employed in the Annualj in
addition, an analysis of contributions by leg is given. Please send any
amendments to: Andrew Huxtable, 78 Toynbee Road, LONDON SW20 8SR.
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(46.,5) England Team
(M Cobb - P Wyatt - J Paul - H Young)

+ National Team (1) 30 Sep 59 White City
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Madeleine Cobb

Dorothy Hyman

Anita Neil :

Maureen Tranter

Mary Rand

Daphne Arden/Slater
Janet Simpson

Valerie Peat

Della James/Pascoe
Heather Armitage/Young
June Paul

Sheila Cooper

Helen Golden

Denise Ramsden

Marianne Dew

Margaret Critchley
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Carole Quinton

Jennifer Taylor/Pawsey
Lillian Board

Ann Packer

Betty Moore (Australia)
Anne Pashley

Jennifer Smart
Elizabeth Parsons/Johns
Jean Scrivens L
Carole Carter
Elizabeth Gill
Elizabeth Sutherland
Sheila Gould

Sonia Lannaman
Andrea Lynch

Barbara Martin
Elizabeth Wheeler
Pamela Wyatt

Joan Atkinson 3
Sheila Hoskin

Wendy Kavanagh

Sheila Pringle

Sheila Parkin/Sherwood

Linda Barratt

Maureen Barton i
Avril Beattie )
Lindsay Cooke : 2
Hilary Davies 1
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w

E 39 EHEpppEsEnn g EFH
o

(&%)
e

NHEWY o oW
N O FEFNDNWW EFNONDO~IHOWO |

(U =g \G AV

W N W

=1 iRy

o

N W HE O WVH NOoOHWOIFHENDWO oD | W

=

H

=

RES

NN

(1) 25 Sep 57 White City

=

= -
WO HFwhw | £

~J\O

(0e) ool (02RS]

b

H M O RWw HNpE O o oub

N R NN N DWW W 4 £ F - oo~ ~J 0000



Susan Hayward
Barbara Jones
Patricia Jones
Patricia Kippax
Christine Perera
Alison Robb

Susan Scott

Anne M Wilson
Thelwyn Appleby
Barbara-Anne Barrett
Angela Birch
Jannette Champion/Roscoe
Sylvia Cheeseman
Sharon Colyear
Valerie Cutting
Jean Desforges
Gloria Dourass

Jill Dudderidge
Brenda Fletcher
Sheila Garnett

Joy Grieveson

Moyra Hiscox

Susan Hopper

llarcia Hunt

Ruth Martin-~Jones
Ruth Morris
Patricia Pennycook
Ioana Petrescu (Rumania)
Patricia Pryce

Lynn Ryan

Patricia Shiels
Michelle Smith
Christine Sprigg
Janet Stroud
Jannette Towl

Avril Usher/Bowring
Deirdre Watkinson
Ann S Wilson
Dorothy Window
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NUTS MEMBERS?’ PENTATHLON & DINNER

As previously announced these are to be held on 24 September at Battersea
Park (2.30 pm) and Hostaria Romana, 70 Dean Street, LONDON W1 (7,30 pm): if
you have not previously replied or have lost the circular letter of 22 June
please complete the form below and return to Peter as soon as possible,

e e R S M S S

To: P J Hopkins
22 Valerie Close
ST ALBANS
Herts

I shall/s_hall+not+ compete in the members?’ pentathlon.
I can/cannot officiate at the members®’® pentathlon.

I shall/shall not + attend the members’ dinner.

I shall bring ..

+ Delete whichever is not applicable

Date:

Signed:

guest/s.+






