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SDITORIAL

This issue is notable in &t least two re especis:

we are

pleased to present the first contribultion by a woman menmber - a most

sciolarly one too - and the

first in a series of interviews with meim-

bers of the organisation. The subject of this first one is lelvin Vat-

man, a founder member and e
back in July 1958, iie hone
with two other fiveterans®;

FrOM THE SHCLETALY
Foutteen menmbers

on January 25. The idea of

Sparks, Stan Greenberg and

ditor of the first issue of MUTS WCTES way
to include in succeeding issues interviews
Bob Sparlks and Stan Greenberg.

2ttended the 'crisis’ meeting held in London
tie eeting was that with neoxnle like Bob
fiartin Jomes finding themselves unable to the

FUTE as much time as theyv would like we were faced with the possibility

of not having enough wneusvers to do the comn111ng work, liowever, the
neeting came up with somc good ideas ~ using outside London compllers
and getting a plece in 27 about difficulities facing the organisation.
As a result of this there are now & list compilers ianstead of 5. ilel-
vin's piece in Athletics iieekly brough®t in 25 (yes, twenty~five) offers
of lielp. These have all been acknowledged ané we are sifting through
themo. I think we will {ind some promising mcmbers and the future looks
assured. :

?

I wust apologise to Graham Tanner. Due to 'printing ¢iffi-
culties he did not get credit for the artlcle iow brl“ﬂt is our
athletics future?" in our last issue.
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HISCELLAITY ,

Tlie welcome as a new member John Lusardi,zd Loadon oad, iest
Croydon, Surrey. Joun is well lmown as Fditorial Assistant of Athletics
JJeekly, cnd as such is interested particularly in young athletes. His
3rimary function in the organisation will be to help Ian Smith with his
junior and youth lists. ’

- Cutlook Two: A Carecrs °ymuosium“ was nubllsheo rcceﬂtlj,
ano.y the contributors is Jahn Tithl 14#(“Cn Interviews ), still 74
best Ui javelin thrower in 1967, de is a mark teting dire cto with Stan«
dard Telepihones and Cables Lt

THTLRVIS!, WIT L MG A - 0,1 in 2 series
You have- alwcys been a professional journalist, 11rstly vith
the Potters Ber Gozetie, which has, like neny other local newsnapers in
recent years, ceased pubdlicayion, and then 3 editor of “jorld Athletics-
and assistant editor of “é'aletlcs'HQ kly'*. ifow do you think British
athletics wiiters comnare w1ﬁn their opgoglte aumbers in other countries,
and do you cinsider the trainiaz of journalists chould be given such
sore attention in this country? ’ .
By end large, I would say that British trac

Xwuriters are no

better or worse than their fofeign counternerts. The majority (lete say
; re¢ spacific hITJ vo corresponcents of the
75 »lus the twe London evenings, arve coiipevent

50500, and Ifm referris
national dailies

journalists writing
uninforied “ubl“C.a hand:
uore sober of our nei
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and interesting copy for a basically
vl of writers (19,:7), wostly eixlnloyed by the
;IaNert are outst cnéing in toerms of craftnenshin
and Xnowledsejthey compare favourably with anit trachwriters in the
world..it .the other end of the chle, mother secment of about 106 do
the coort no credit. ot 2ll, a in fairness to thew athletics =ay
be only their third or noart , gport and in the absence of any )
specialised knowledpe th ov'“hy scek to Justify tneir existenco.by sear-
.cning for -gensations®. The ‘econdiics of the newspay 26T world urevsuch
that a man cannot he GEU-uyOL solely to cover athletics «nd as & result

ln 1= n)

the ter:i Jaclh of all trades and nester of nonc' is aiL]icamle to some

sportswriters. If the standard and extent of sthletics reworting in this
to = N -y e T 2 3 E H p

country is anot as aigh as could he c¢esirec, I think the blame r»ests on



the sports editors, to whom athletics is a major zport only at
Olympics time or when the cricket ia rained Off.'xJOj are the nen who
¢ictate the swnace,prominence and -in socile cases~ the attitudes an
~athletics story shall receive, and I au constantly siocked by their

poor judgement anud glarias insularity. A

Journalisin is a resvonsible profession, sc of course training is of
the utmost iuportance. Local newspapers are the usval introduction for
beginners and most of them participate in the national training scheme
for journalists, by.which juniors are: releascd for studies at a local
polytechnic to.sup lement the practical worl: they are doing on their
newspaper. llowever, a ‘nose for news - the journalist's most wvaluable
attribute - cannot. be accuired. I helieva jood reporters,like swhrinters
are boran rather than: made.

ith two books under your belt - “The Ibbotson Story (1953)
and the ‘“incyclopaedia of Athl oticq-(ﬂ?G#) - you are at present doing
research for a third : what will the subject of ‘this be?

: _ The project on which I am at present working is a siovt
history of UK athletics - the First (unless I aux pipned!) since the
fieWhirters' classic "Get to your llarks'’ some 15 years ago. The boolk
will run %o a little over 200 pages and hone will do for Britdish
Athletics what Loberto Quercetani's worlk has done for the wnlacing in
perspective of world achievements. Inevitcbly, in such . a short book,
the treatment will be suuerficial but I shall endecvour to make soile
of the great names of the past “live® zgain, I consider it important
that each new generation of athletes zud athleticzs followers should
renehber theltrallol:ﬁé“s of the past. This book will have en over

year of uy before it is finis 161 (uiy deadline for nand-
is October 1965)

!

ing over: tlie nanuscript to the publishers i g
being well sliould sppearance: in the sraing of 1?17 I shall
‘later be collaborating with our President on another booky so that
will take care of ny winter C‘fei.'llubu ngut year!

In 1954 you crossed the United States from cast to west and
bacl: in a Greyhound bdus: could 1 recall your outstanding moments of
what imust ahve been en intri journey’

I have' alweys suffered from a trsvel bur ané for meny vaars

I had dreaut of a coast-to-cocst tour of the USA, ¢ country of
I had mcay fond memoriés -~ havinz spent -  wonderful two weels in Wew
Yorli in February b hs I vias not seeting to go to Polkyos I drew

the wiater of 1f
America. Perhaps I have seen too ma:
ling westward acrosz & whole Cbnblﬂcﬂb was very strong in ne. Californic
that ‘was ay objective. i/ell, the trip inde.d proved to be fabulous;
all I expected and nore, Adnittedly,travelling some 000 miles by bus
is not everybody's cum 0% tca, but it suited me just fine for that is

up ay plans duriag 2 r a whirlwiad dash ccross
1

-erns, but the lure of travel-

the bYest uay (a) of the country and (H) meeting people from
all walks of jifun.LJ tran scontinental excursion began and ended at
llontreal (reason: the cheapest transatlantic zir fares zre to iontreal)
and wy itinerary «foclk e throush such places as To*onto,-hdil*0~ gcene
of th ire Games),Detroit, Chicaco to locate Willye
Vhite my cstonover but 1o luck —curses Chazhe , Cﬁeyenne Laramie
(and not & Sixu:AOOLuf in sicht) ,Salt Lake City, Reno, San Francisch,
Los Angeleés, san Liepo(aand a Lliu over the an border to @ hell-
hole of a place called ngjuana), Grand Lanyonq Albucuergue, Uklahone
City, St.boulis, Indianapolis, rhmladelphia, llew Iorik, Jui_amo and
haclk to Toronto and bant“cal. A1l in three weeks.

Highlights, from a scenic point of view, were the @rand leyon (tog
with two snglish zirls and an Australian bloke,l walke: sever:
around the rim in 9C-plus teuperatures;trust the Britisk
San Fransisco, for iy money the most beautiful city on cartx.ubnlcclcally
the Coliseun JclmJu in Los fngeles was a memorable exnerience,
the AU ﬂc:ataon at s40.¥, I got a2 tremendous kick out of
through towns whose > had long captured sination, like
Zalamazoo and Terre aute. Best of all were the social contacts:

meeting up again with old friends like Dick Bank(witn I stayed in
Li) and wlliot Denman; zettin? accusinted with long standing pen friends
like the Nelscn B roLAHrs and Dick Dreke (I even visited the renowned

PO Box 296) and melking & host of new friends and nleeting many of the
szreat names in athletics perience,. That travel

bu{" AAV. WOOH, Yaeo apadin T
- ale..
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What do gou ccrn-s..l.:‘lur- the Tubure p:csngpntw Lrre pusedaldat wibloeddo
magazines in this conmtry: do you, Dw. T Lminmon, O .
Weekly' exwanding oa the lines of TLElChlthletik'

The future looks reasonably secure for the ftwo remaining special-
ist magazines in this couniry. I cannot spealx for Arenaﬁ but not a
year goes by without an increase in AU
shot up froa arouad 5000 to 10000 in the past flve or & years.Clearly
with anythaing from 30 to 50000 active athletes in Britain -~ plus ex-
athletes, coaches, fans,ctc. ~ there is plenty of scope for future
LpEans ion.
Over the years, Al has evedhved from a rather parochial publication
to what I ho e is o N“f“u_pa of international scome. 1 am well aware
that not everybody res Jimmy Greo enthusizsm for cross-country
and road runaing &n » issues,in particlar,
his is reflected in the
.» is now usually identical
once we used to lose several

i

(D

so I feel that
are far better halenced than in the

circulatioh figures; our winter
to that of the »Hreviou:s summsy
c

nundred rea

espite the Aroverient In A, short
ghall strive - together with consta .
Fark

A magazine on the lines of Leichathl yorthy
and foruidable objective, but it must be 'alnfer out thea

L
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t
enjoys far preater rescurcas (tec AV is
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¥
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& mueh
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interesting ‘copy' is
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in.waﬁor. Indeed one story relabes L X
and-died of over-exertion{such dedicati on.l). Be’ tqet it may,bhe
Gicd and funcral goumes were held in her' howour, which l<stcﬂ for thirty
cays ~f;oa.u10—duly to mid-August,a tlm of the jbdr ;1veﬂ to festivals
in many parts of Dritain,to cel brate the fruition of the harvest. This
was in tno year 'of the world ?7011! -ualzing the gdios on of'the, if’
act the,nost ancient on record. o :

-The forn waich -whe Assemoly toock was 00m*leh,oab subgect to certain
basic rules. The gomes were wresided over by tﬂn"r‘n'l or’ J’gh wing
and were -opened with an elaborate eremqny,with den in gorgeaous TObuQ -
muaic,xuctrﬁ and @ ritual feast oﬁ special wild foods=fish from the
Doyne ,venison from Imibne c,,;;vﬂt I”Oﬂ the Isle of iden and b;lbe?ries
from Dongford~ecten by the Ard B L :

The Aonzch for Fair) continuved for thirty doays-end meny and varied

activities went on dey snd nipht. There vere n-ﬁaly orzonised sdorts,
feats of strength cad skill on land and in wober, bWreo :t1¢n-,weight~
lifting,stone~throwing,foot reces,swimming,up-nill roces were contested
by individuals; horse-swimaing r.ces,hrorse-racing,cnd 'faction~fightst -

orgenised bCLmo Ifrom trines with o grudge,settled their aLf;mrﬁnces on
tiae fair green,under the eye of the elders and the court. :

Ye ltnow little of ancient Chawnions,but there is a legend than
Fionn iicCuill as & youny boy, challeaged the hoyz of Ireland® and wen
three games. another ancicnt hero was ILuzald Laige who won the sover-
eignity of Ireland by out-runaning nis five brothers in chasing a fawn
over theee counties,add eventually a’onnng it. )

During the ASQ»UOlV,a truce .was rved,cll fights,arrests "nd
law-suits were sus pended-and certain crianes were COLTlLt“lV outlawed -
stealing of oxen,%illing of cous an¢ the burnﬁng of byres. Luying aﬂd
selling of animals and poods of all Minds went all day. darriages
were arranged and the noes 1Aae,&as well vags v1~ited by thidse concerned;
entertainment was rrovided L by side~shows,dancers,singers,storytellers,
vhile actors portrayed the cncient legendz of Ireland.

171 ’
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The games continued annually in thiz form with few breals until
the TWorman invasion in 1165 ,ven the last Hich Zing of Ireland,Rory,

pre51a d over qu final Loyﬂl Asguably.in Asscibly or fair wvas held
in a. lesser fori until 1770,vhen the sports were taken ncross the river.

The wre :stling,swi m“Lnf,fOQC and horse races were held until about 1800
but after tn¢s date only the remnants of the encient traditions subvived -
thw marricge-.cll,and the horse-swimiing-holigved to be a protection

against discase,
The isscably never
tizes,the clericz usuall:
believed to have coavcxtgu
he met with ficrce dOut;llG) from ©
Taesé ancient gomes werc Tevived s
d again in 1928, The site was ) Fark,and the games werc
entred on the athletic and yol ng cvents. Swimming and otlcl s;orts
‘¢ included in this i revival of a Hationazl Tradition,out unfortunatcly
t lepsed again uwatil 1967,when the dthletic side was hold again, in
he_fcrm of o Junior Lm]ltvaﬂﬂ Geames. There was a wonderful Trespoiise
from boys under 19 from all over the ovvntry,and the organisers vere
,cncour aged to continue the Gaues Loth in 196% and 1°6>. in 166 swim-
ming is asain to be included (open to all age groups) and wao knows
werhans :r the not too distant future,we wxll once bgain sec this mnost
ancient of ‘all’ s>rt1nw traditions TeV’VLU‘ln Lt“‘fullvst form? o
(F.8. iy macgrnal crancéfather wes awarded a medal &s e member of the
organising Council in fthe’ 19nk.6“mes - it is one of our moast tpeasured
possessions!) ' ' ' '

in Christian
sFatrick is |
~ltcann Games,although

in sra form in 1924, and

A Ly FOL WEFLLCTICH by Dad bavies o ,
At the end of cvery year I sit dowa and study ay wcersonsl athletic
diaries. This is. the time vhen I add upn the training uileage accomplished,
ne

G2
~assess the progress made in each 2ven t,anﬁ then *1qcllv set out +Je

targets for the ?ollohlng year. o
. It was interssting re eatly to lovk bheck

For my thirteenth pirthday I was given o stonue a present and

ay enthusissi forthe sport increased no ead, I vas fortunate in one

respect that I lived on a ferm and was thus able to m“r“’ou- a 220 yeard

track in the hay field. This track vas used so o;tcﬂ,nzruﬂcul rly cduring

noliday time that my father would often compluain about the lack of

grass in this ficld. iy dight year old brother was usually my timc

keeaer &t the timec tri al vhich took n»lece almest every day. Zach

sult would be carefully studied,thc lan times calculated,and
b

<

nt Ly dlary for 19;4.
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numnerous graphs drawn
few of Thc rec
220 yards
4O yords
880 yards
1 mdlde
5oailos
These times- wmey
deewn in the hoiart of
seems to stand still,
faction.

It is amazing to

ords set us in 1954 sre listed below :

Aok 1000 35:27.3

CP0 .4 2000z 7:12.8

23k, G 3000 12:11.9

- 5:59.6 00O 16:22.5

19:12.9 50C0n ZO:?9¢5

sound riciculous novwadeys,but cleven years ago,
the Velsh athletics rjldcin ess,where time often
thOmu~per;ofmances jave jumense personal satise

'I

find now that the half aile granh c¢id not extend

beyonnd 2:10.0 und the mile be yunﬂ & 1ns,(tqj I.“vrt have inanined
then would he iy limit), Ta 1954 2¢2 wiles were covered in treining,
Cn turaing the poges of the dizry one coues to 19065, h‘few mnore
miles hiave been coverad in tredning (5,720 in zctual foet 1), o few
new records A.ve veen set Ul Gug. imo 000, 30N0m.,, andr 5000:;., but as
usually nappens coach yusr very few of the tirgets were achicved,
The targest for 1966 have been written down ca o Fresh page in
the well thuambed diary. liwvbe, if I achicve those targets this yea
I shall cpuly for membershis of the exclusive Croxley Striders Club,
20 ”D SEo { by Peter H 1S

e
aimges 2

glve yeou
round t!
Coo many Lnd teo
have too many vou
fficulty,and you or
-t Fred wouWﬁ Joze
finis} Tront
It s vhen you haa
starti On the londay
& dozen cards giving
unable to run to let
Saturday morning you
Jou o to the
plestic mac (
nocrd ﬂnd

<]
[

in

L)
safety pin
llc)

oy

J&“
CI....
our chu)u
s0 wiiy bother to zo.
you can't go in eny e
shop.ing with the wif
without your
peetty nigh
Thuuo
have boen

atoscosoo

have

ulcer rat
cards you
selected to

ary), @ le*Tc nlastic
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T your club cross country
'nvolvei. The wholc
ave available. I have
e ultu001dn..l”
viithout much

to lnow

B tean

A7 teanm uan
zome idea of the
ne number of athletes you !
few-the latter is by far Lua wo
cenn usually select your top teasr
¢ ouually r&pﬂbo Sut you are supposed
his shoe wt Charlie,who is in the
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we too few runners that Four troubles really
or Tuesday before the rac: vou send out about
tie venue the rendezvous. You ask anybody
you now., You rarely get any replics and on the
chinlt ~1 reclon we'll get a pood turn out today"
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in case it roins),can, cumboots (it's ALLWAYS
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laugh, actually: “You

11‘1.‘;500-000-‘\.

Aty
L

v

L "J touncsaoooe

N
CLENEY

Jhat you rewlly mean
soue sort of team outh,

Ci coursec,its not oftcen that
you arrive at .the dressing ac
winile the lads

cam, Then you try to find ihe boys to distribute the numbers! Some

setting the feel of tac cours se(foir enouzh,this)some arc looking
foxr tdOJ& shoes(what do you reciton,iete, “lkec or studs ) one member
has gone home becaugse another thm aer svore at nlm(bnlg actually

God's salie turn up and let's
zet
2l

had

T
comodation (miles
change «ou collect the numbers and declare the

~

«.

tecam out
from the start),

v usuelly get

o

(SN

H O

i

happened to me),and sonc Just cisapiear cothutc]y.uoweve;, you manage
to round them all un just before the starting meroon is fired, Zallets,
loose change wrepoed in maandierchiefs s Criving lkevs, even savings
books and jicl: mives zte stuffed into Four oockccs('ou mist have a
coat with cnormous bocvah),“uuuor> are ninned on and off they g0,
lunners never seei surprised,cr even srateful, that the track suits
they peel o”” at the start of the race aprear agdin at tihce findsh in
a plaotlc bag safe from the rain and the occasionzl doge. It is the
team menager,of coursc, who lugs Lt over. wvean this simole task is
fraught with d*fficulty. ~n occasions ot e Hationol' for exaunle,
only tcean mancgers are allowed in “he starting nens ares and only
tecan recorders are allowed in the finishing srea, Only one gset of
badges is issued to each cluvb,cnd as an assistant in required to look



after the juniors and youths it is essential to procure a spare
set of badges. The best way to do this is to keep last years, but
some hawk-eyed stewards even see through this. I always rub mine
in the mud. Thet fools them! '

IMMEDIATSLY the race is over athletes are prone to ask you
for their odds anc ends back,to make sure you haven't sold the
car or nipped round to the local vost office and drawn out the
last twenty quid the poor lad has in the world.

You migit even heng around for hours bcecause one chap hasn’t
come in. Then he turns up, spick and span in his walking out suit.
"I dropped out on the second lap, didn't anybody tell you” Where's
wy money I'm starving', : ) '

DUespite &ll this it's a grand life and an ideal way of. soend-
ing a Saturday and you fcel an integeral nert of the comerade~

ship that makes cross country what it is.,

=58 Pat Brian has now umoved to 28 Studland #oad,3yflect,

Surrey and will »nleaszed to hear from any member as he is now on the

telephone -~ his number 3yfleet 420662,

o Our other Patrick,Flying Officer #.S
in Sngland agoin after a spell in the Indian Cce
ated at Ufiicers iess, RAF Andover, Hants.

S Congratulations to Bob and Daphne FPhil’iss on the
arrival of their daughter, Franctsca, born on iarch 4th whilst ‘a
committee meeting was actually ia DrOETESS '
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